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princes of Germany. Could he even hope for the alliance of
England ? Talleyrand, the ex-bishop of Autun, believed so,1
and, as he had just returned from a visit to London, his opinion
had some weight. Dumouriez distrusted Talleyrand, as being
a self-seeking adventurer like himself, yet he could not deny
his ability for diplomacy and intrigue, and when Brissot, to
whom Talleyrand had been introduced by Sieyes, urged his
nomination for a diplomatic mission to England, Dumouriez
felt obliged to accept him. To Talleyrand was joined M de
Chauvelin, an ex-marquis and a vain and empty-headed young
man, as nominal minister, Duroveray, the collaborateur of
Mirabeau, who knew England well, and Garat, as secretary
of the mission. Dumouriez was ready to bid high for an
alliance with England. Talleyrand was instructed to promise
that France would not annex Belgium, and would not en-
courage the revolutionary party in Holland; that the com-
mercial treaty between the two countries should be confirmed;
and finally that, in return for leave to raise a loan of three or
four millions, the island of Tobago, which had been ceded to
France to the intense mortification of all Englishman in 1783,
should be given back to England.2 Earl Gower, the English
ambassador in Paris, announces the nomination of the mission
to his government in his despatch of March 30, 1792. " I
understand it is in contemplation to send immediately to
England, with the character of Minister Plenipotentiary, Mr.
de Chauvelin, one of the Mctitres de la Garde Robe du Roy,
a^^oung man of aiiti-aristocratical principles and a friend of
JVty. de Narbonne, and Mr de Perigord. The latter is to accom-
pany him, in order that his abilities for negotiating may be
employed without infringing the self-denying decree of the
late Assembly."8 Yet Dumouriez did not find his English
scheme easy to initiate; the members of the mission delayed
their departure, and it was not until he had threatened, by
Etienne Dumont, the nomination of a fresh mission, that
Chauvelin left for London on April 21, the day after the
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